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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
(The remarks of Mr. BLUMENTHAL 

pertaining to the introduction of S. 
1856 are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills 
and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, July 
26, 2015, marks the 25th anniversary of 
the enactment of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. I would like to take a 
moment to discuss the importance of 
this landmark legislation and to high-
light the strides we have made in mak-
ing our communities more inclusive. 

It is estimated that nearly one in five 
Americans have a disability. Upon its 
passage, the ADA was hailed as the 
world’s first comprehensive declaration 
of equality for people with disabilities. 
It established a clear national mandate 
that we as a nation have a moral re-
sponsibility to ensure that all Ameri-
cans have access to the programs and 
the support needed to contribute to so-
ciety, live with dignity, and achieve a 
high quality of life. Over the past 25 
years, the ADA has expanded opportu-
nities for Americans with disabilities 
by reducing barriers and changing per-
ceptions and increasing full participa-
tion in all areas of public life, includ-
ing the workforce, education, and 
transportation. Because of this legisla-
tion, we have made tremendous 
progress in eliminating barriers to ev-
eryday life for Americans living with 
disabilities. 

Unfortunately, even after 25 years, 
we still live in a world where people 
with disabilities have fewer work op-
portunities and higher rates of unem-
ployment than people without disabil-
ities. We still have more work to do to 
ensure that the basic civil rights of 
persons with disabilities are fully pro-
tected and respected, but the ADA was 
an important step forward in achieving 
these goals. 

Through passage of the ADA, we have 
made more progress on this issue than 
anyone ever dreamed of 25 years ago. 
We should be proud of these efforts to 

make our communities more inclusive, 
and we should honor this important an-
niversary by continuing our efforts to 
ensure that no person with a disability 
experiences prejudice, discrimination, 
or barriers to living full and productive 
lives. 

f 

REMEMBERING TROY ELAM 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor the life of Troy B. Elam, of 
Middletown, OH, and to recognize his 
legacy and service to our Nation. 

Troy was born in Knox County, KY, 
on May 31, 1926. He was the son of John 
Nathan Elam and Alice (Clouse) Elam 
and passed away on July 17, 2015. 

Part of our ‘‘greatest generation,’’ 
Troy Elam served his country valiantly 
in WWII. A decorated WWII combat 
veteran, Troy Elam was awarded two 
Bronze Stars for service on the front 
lines as part of a U.S. Army machine 
gun squad in the Battle of the Bulge 
and the Battle of Remagen. His unit 
liberated a Nazi concentration camp 
and Troy was proud to be part of the 
honor guard 21-gun salute for a Dutch 
soldier who died after being liberated. 

In addition to being a WWII veteran, 
he was a longtime and dedicated me-
chanic at the Portman Equipment 
Company. Troy raised his family in 
Middletown, OH, and is survived by his 
wife of 71 years, Dorothy Mae (Helton) 
Elam, his children Diane McCowan, 
Troy D. Elam, Don Elam, and Jerry 
Elam, 9 grandchildren, and 14 great- 
grandchildren. 

Troy Elam was an American hero. He 
will be missed, but his legacy will not 
be forgotten. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

SAMUEL SHAPIRO & COMPANY 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
pay tribute to Samuel Shapiro & Com-
pany, a Baltimore-based customs 
broker and freight forwarder, on the 
occasion of the firm’s 100th anniver-
sary. Founded by Samuel Shapiro in 
1915, Shapiro & Co. has since become 
one of our country’s leaders in domes-
tic and international shipping, with lo-
cations across the eastern seaboard. 

From navigating the intricacies of 
international cargo management to 
providing client consultation on im-
port and export compliance, Shapiro & 
Co. has distinguished itself as a center 
of innovation, extensive business acu-
men, and creativity. Strong family and 
community ties lie at the real heart of 
the company, which has been family- 
owned since its founding. 

Samuel Shapiro, a son of Russian im-
migrants, founded Samuel Shapiro & 
Company at age 20 just as our Nation 
was beginning to emerge onto the glob-
al stage, economically, politically, and 
socially. Our European allies were in 
the midst of war, driving the need for 
American-made goods ever higher. Des-

ignated by the U.S. Government as the 
Port of Baltimore’s distribution broker 
for grain exports, Shapiro & Co., 
though small, began to build a reputa-
tion for effectiveness and reliability 
among European businesses during the 
postwar reconstruction period. 
Throughout the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, 
Shapiro & Co. continued to expand, 
helping to cement the city of Balti-
more as one of the Nation’s premier 
commercial ports. 

In the 1950s, Shapiro & Co., driven by 
the strong leadership of Samuel and his 
son Sigmund, emerged as an influential 
force in lobbying for the establishment 
of the Maryland Port Authority in 1956 
and in advocating for the growth of the 
port, supporting the construction of 
the Dundalk Marine Terminal in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. Shapiro & Co. 
continued to serve as an economic 
force through some of Baltimore’s 
most difficult times, throughout the 
eras of upheaval and relocation in the 
1960s and 1970s. 

After a lifetime of devotion to the 
city of Baltimore, Samuel Shapiro 
passed away at the age of 92 in the mid- 
1980s. Today, the company is headed by 
president and CEO Marjorie Shapiro, 
Samuel’s granddaughter. Shapiro, as 
the company is known today, has 
evolved from a one-room office with a 
$5 roll-top desk to a well-respected and 
highly regarded industry leader and 
Baltimore institution. The Port of Bal-
timore is more vibrant than ever, due 
in part to the stewardship of Shapiro & 
Co. In 2014, the Port brought in 29.5 
million tons of foreign exports at a 
value of $52.5 billion. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the 
legacy of this outstanding company, 
which embodies the values that we 
honor most as Americans: hard work, a 
commitment to family, and tireless 
dedication.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LESLEY ROBINSON 
∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize Lesley Robinson, the newly 
elected member of the Executive Com-
mittee of the National Association of 
Counties, NACo, as Montanan of the 
Week. Mrs. Robinson was recognized 
during NACo’s 80th Annual Conference 
and will now act as the regional rep-
resentative for the western region of 
the United States. Mrs. Robinson will 
also serve as vice chair of NACo’s Pub-
lic Lands Steering Committee, which 
oversees all matters pertaining to fed-
erally-owned public lands. 

As a rancher from Dodson, MT, Mrs. 
Robinson understands the western life-
style and hopes to protect the interests 
of Montana and other western counties 
while working on the executive com-
mittee. Mrs. Robinson wants to high-
light issues regarding resource man-
agement, endangered species protec-
tion, and wildfire prevention. 

Beyond her work at NACo, Mrs. Rob-
inson is also an active member of her 
community. She works with local orga-
nizations like the Bear Paw Develop-
ment Corporation, Phillco Economic 
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